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The IST associate degree is offered at fourteen Penn State  
locations around the Commonwealth. 

1 Shenango 

2 Beaver 

3 New Kensington 

4 Fayette 

5 DuBois 

6 University Park 
 (Continuing  
 Education)

7 Mont Alto

8 York  

9 Wilkes-Barre 

10 Worthington Scranton

11 Hazleton  

12 Schuylkill 

13 Lehigh Valley 

14 Berks
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Go Where You Want to Go with Technology

To Learn More

Contact the Penn State campus closest to you for details.  
Or, visit the IST Web site: ist.psu.edu

IST is at a Penn State Campus Near You

School of Information Sciences and Technology

A s s o c i a t e  D e g r e e  P r o g r a m  

No matter where you imagine yourself in the future, IST can help  
you make a difference. Pick almost any field: manufacturing,  

health care, business and finance, homeland security, education, law  
enforcement, government—what you learn in IST gives you an edge.

This is a sampling of the careers for which you  
could qualify with an associate degree in IST:

Database administrator

Web developer

Manufacturing systems specialist

Computer support consultant

Test engineer

Data center operations support

Information manager or technologist

Local- and wide-area network administrator

Systems administrator

Media technician

Network administrator

Computer technician

Help desk analyst

Network support technician

Technical support specialist



Why IST at Penn State is Different

We’re unique because we listened. When we developed IST, we had 
help from industry presidents, CEOs, CIOs, and other leaders from 
Fortune 500 companies, government, and education. What we 
learned: The world needs people who know information technology 
and can use it to solve problems. Here at Penn State, you start by 
learning technology, then take it to a whole new level.

What the IST Program is Like

In Penn State’s IST program, you begin with a broad introduction to 
the information age, then jump into courses in subjects like database 
technology and network management. From there, you are off and 
running—learning about leadership, project management, and how 
technology shapes our world. 

And you have the opportunity to specialize according to your career 
interests. To help you gain a thorough knowledge of information sys-
tems, the program offers numerous opportunities to practice using 
contemporary technologies in the creation, organization, storage, 
analysis, evaluation, communication, and transmission of information.

The IST major fosters communication as well as interpersonal and 
group interaction skills through collaborative and active learning  
projects and experiences. Technical material covers the structure  
of database systems, Web and multimedia systems, and consider-
ations in the design of information systems. Team projects in most 
courses, a required internship, and a second-year capstone experi-
ence provide additional ways to become involved in cutting-edge  
issues and technologies.

Pathways: CHOOSE THE OPTION RIGHT FOR YOU

The IST associate degree lets you make the educational choice that is 
right for you. Check our Web site (ist.psu.edu) or contact your nearest 
Penn State campus for details and to see which options are available 
close to you:

Baccalaureate Networking

Generalized Business Software

Individualized Telecommunications

Is IST right for you?

If you like:

—working with people

—applying math

—solving problems

—using technology

—making a difference

IST may be right  
for you.

What IST Professors are Like

The IST faculty includes experts across the entire field of information 
technology. That brings our classrooms alive and exposes you to a 
360-degree view of IT, from the technical side to the psychological/
social side. Our faculty members work with you as mentors as well as 
teachers to help you apply what you learn in the real world.

What the IST Community is Like

Being an IST student means having a sense of community where  
your teachers and fellow students treat you as an individual. You work 
together—in class and out—on some of the most exciting solutions in 
the IT world.


