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Syllabus

IST 402 Section 1 Emerging Technologies 2004Fa
Faculty Information
Instructor 
Lawrence Newcomer
Office Phone 
(717) 771-4142
Office Address 
220 ISTC York Campus
Office Hours 
In either 108 or 220 ISTC (if I’m not in 220, try 108)

Times as posted on door of 220 ISTC

Otherwise by appointment
E-mail 
lxn@psu.edu
Homepage 
ANGEL at www.cms.psu.edu (NOTE: http://www.yk.psu.edu/~lxn is no longer current)
Course Information
Course 
IST 402
Section 
031
Location 
108 ISTC
Times 
W 6:00 – 8:40 PM

Aug 31 – Dec 10 2004
Required Texts
· Campbell, Calvert, Boswell, Security+ Guide to Network Security Fundamentals, Thomson/Course Technology, 2003, ISBN 0-619-21294-2

· Ciampa, Mark, Guide to Wireless Communications, Thomson/Course Technology, 2002, ISBN 0-619-12000-2

Supplementary Texts
Students should have access to one of the following texts. You do not have to buy the book as long as you have access to a copy. Students who already have access to the 4th edition may use it. Students who do not already have access to the 4th edition should use the 5th edition.

· Panko, Raymond, Business Data Networks and Telecommunications, 4th ed., Prentice-Hall, 2003, ISBN 0-13-035914-9

· Panko, Raymond, Business Data Networks and Telecommunications, 5th ed., Prentice-Hall, 2005, ISBN 0-13-145449-8

Course Description
IST 402 provides an overview of leading technologies in IST and how they impact information systems and users. Different offerings of IST 402 may address different emerging technologies. This section of IST 402 will study wireless technologies and security issues and technologies.
Course Objectives
Students will be evaluated by examination, exercises, homework, quizzes, and (as determined by the instructor) individual and/or group projects.
Tentative Schedule
See the daily Course Calendar on ANGEL for a detailed schedule of all course activities and events. The material to be covered in each text (subject to change by the instructor) is summarized below:

	Campbell, Calvert, Boswell, Security+ Guide to Network Security Fundamentals
	Chapters 1 – 6, 8, 9, 11, 12, 14, 16

	Ciampa, Guide to Wireless Communications
	Chapters 1 – 3, 4 (Models & Standards and IrDA Overview material only), 5 (What is Bluetooth & Bluetooth Issues only) and 6 – 10

	Panko, Business Data Networks and Telecommunications (either 4th or 5th edition)
	Chapters 8 – 9 (either 4e or 5e)


Course Requirements
Students should bring a 3.5" HD Floppy Disk, Zip disk, and a CD-R or CD-RW Disc to EVERY class.
Grading Policy
There will be tests on single chapters and groups of chapters as determined by the instructor. Homework assignments may also be given. Tests will be hands-on in the lab when appropriate. There may be unannounced tests at any time. Each test will count as a separate grade. Final grades will be based on test average, laboratory exercises, homework, projects, in-class performance, and attendance. It is imperative that you do the readings before each class period, and that you practice your skills outside of class. If you have special needs with respect to tests or other course work, please see me as soon as possible.

Make-up exams are solely at the discretion of the instructor. In place of make-up exams, papers or projects on relevant topics may be assigned to those students who have notified the instructor prior to missing the test. Students who have not notified the instructor prior to test time will receive a failing grade on the test in question. You must have a passing average on the tests in order to pass the course.
Students whose online test scores are significantly different from in-class test scores on the same material will be required to give an oral defense of the online test(s) in question. The results of the oral defense will be factored into the effective online test score(s).

Tests will count 65% of the final grade, hands-on exercises and other assignments will count 25%, and the final project (if assigned) will count 10%. If no final project is assigned all other assignments will in aggregate count 35%.
Penn State is committed to providing access to a quality education for all students, including those with documented disabilities. If a student has a disability and wishes an accommodation for a course, it is the student's responsibility to obtain a University letter confirming the disability and suggesting appropriate accommodation. This letter can be requested from the York campus Disability Contact Liaison, Dr. Cora Dzubak located at the Learning Center.
Attendance Policy
Because of the nature of much of the course, attendance is required and is part of the final course grade. Most students will not succeed in any IST course without consistent attendance. Students who miss unannounced tests and recitations without prior instructor permission will receive a grade of zero on these items. Missed classes will result in a significant penalty applied to the final course grade.
Attendance includes paying attention as well as occupying a seat. Students who spend class time engaging in activities that are not directly related to the course (e.g., playing games, browsing the web, doing homework for other classes, etc.) will be penalized one letter grade on the final course grade for each offense, with the second or third offense (at the instructor’s discretion based on the nature of the incidents) resulting in an “F” for the course.
Academic Integrity Policy
Any form of cheating/plagiarism will be considered a "major infraction" (as defined by current University policy), and will result in immediate course failure.
Examination Policy
Please consult your instructor regarding questions about examination policies.
Additional Information
The traditional lecture approach will be supplemented with demonstrations and hands-on collaborative and individual student learning activities. It is critical that you read the assigned material before coming to class. Significant course material will be covered via problem-based learning exercises. The instructor will form collaborative learning teams early in the semester and give group exercises as appropriate. Remember, the successful IST professional must be capable of both independent action and working with others.
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